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The Girl with a Pearl Earring by Vermeer
The painting, the Girl with a Pearl Earring was painted in 1665 and has remained to be one of Vermeer’s paintings. This painting is among the 35 paintings associated with Vermeer that have seen transition through many centuries since it was painted and has remained one of the expensive paintings in the world. The painting portrays a young woman sitting before a dark backdrop. Even though the background appears inconsequential to the painting’s subject, it adds aesthetic value to the viewer. The girl/woman in the painting further wears a blue and yellow turban.
The painting has also involved some cultural aspects of the Dutch Golden Age, including the tronie. The tronie refers to the classic characteristics depicted on the surface of the painting. This technique was popular during the Dutch Golden Age and it was used by artists to depict exotic figures and advanced art techniques. In Vermeer’s painting, this technique portrays the anonymous girl who is dressed in opulent clothing.
From the use of light to color, Vermeer has depicted sophisticated and advanced art techniques of his era. In terms of light, Vermeer has used contours that have been formed with lights instead of a line. In terms of coloring, Vermeer’s use of ultramarine blue color that comes out from a mineral known as lazurite further depicts his passion for such colors. During the time the painting was created, some of the pigments such as yellow fabric were very costly (Richman-Abdou, 2018). As such, Vermeer’s use of yellow fabric shows his unorthodox and yet costly pigment.
Vermeer’s impressive art technique is also portrayed in his brushwork. The brushwork of the Girl with a Pearl Earring has been rendered simple and exquisite detail, which seems to suggest the artist’s outstanding techniques. For more than three centuries, the Girl with a Pearl Earring has remained one of the most famous and popular paintings in the world.
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